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Copyright 

The Copyright Act of 1976 is the primary law that governs copyright in the United States. It 
extends copyright protection to all works, whether published or unpublished, once they are fixed 
in a tangible form. The copyright owner is the only person who has the privilege of reproducing 
their copyrighted material free of charge.  

For all uses of copyrighted material, permission must be obtained from the copyright owner. It is 
always illegal, as well as unethical, to reproduce copyrighted choral octavos, solo works & hymn 
accompaniments. This article deals specifically with the issue of reproducing liturgical texts and 
congregational music, whether in printed worship aids, projected on a screen, or streamed online.  

The rules are simple and straightforward. Liturgical texts may be printed in a worship aid if 
copyright and reprint information is properly noted. Congregational music may be reprinted by 
purchasing a reprint permission license from the appropriate copyright licensing agent. Licenses 
are typically categorized as annual, single-use, event, or practice-track licenses. Once the 
appropriate reprint permission license has been purchased, the parish/institution has the right to 
reproduce the melody-line and/or words to congregational music in a worship aid for use in a 
religious service. Unless otherwise provided by the copyright owner (Taizé, for example), only 
the melody may be reproduced. Cantor verses, harmony, chord designations, or accompaniment 
parts may not be reproduced under regular circumstances. The copyright holder or their agent 
provides the exact information needed to acknowledge use of their materials in a worship aid. 

The majority of the music used in parishes throughout the Diocese of Cleveland is owned by 3 
publishing companies: GIA Publications (now includes World Library Publications), OCP, and 
Christian Copyright Licensing International, (https://ccli.com/us/en). GIA and OCP participate in 
OneLicense.net for reprint permission.  

Both licensing agents have searchable databases of the song titles and composers they represent. 
License Holders have access to thousands of congregational hymns, songs, and service music 
from today's liturgical music publishers for use in worship aids, service bulletins, and 
projections. Additionally, all copyrighted music that is livestreamed must have copyright 
“podcast” use permission. License rates are equitably and fairly based upon the average weekly 
attendance of the congregation. 

Parishes that utilize licenses for reprinting music in worship aids, bulletins, projections, or 
streaming, in addition to purchasing the license, are obligated to the following: 

1. Properly identify the citation of copyrighted works. 
2. Report usage of music per the license rules. 

https://ccli.com/us/en
https://onelicense.net/
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Reporting usage allows composers and authors to receive their fair share of royalty payments. 
We have a moral obligation to support the authors of the music we use. 

There is no Diocesan copyright license for parish use. Every parish that elects to reprint or 
stream music is responsible for obtaining permission by purchasing the proper license and 
reporting their usage per the terms of the reprint license. The Office for Worship maintains a 
diocesan license for diocesan celebrations coordinated by various diocesan offices.  

Citing Copyrighted Works 

The International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL) is a mixed commission of 
Catholic Bishops' Conferences in countries where English is used in the celebration of the Sacred 
Liturgy according to the Roman Rite. The purpose of the Commission is to prepare English 
translations of each of the Latin liturgical books and any individual liturgical texts in accord with 
the directives of the Holy See and the sponsoring Conferences of Bishops. 

For a complete copy of ICEL's Publication Policies click here. Following is a summary of their 
requirements.  

How to Acknowledge Mass texts: 
The copyright acknowledgment should include: the name of the ICEL text, the copyright symbol, 
year of publication, ICEL's corporate title (may be abbreviated), and the phrase “all rights 
reserved” (see examples below). For a complete listing of copyrighted materials click here. 
 
Entire Work 
The English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
Excerpts 
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission 
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
Multiple texts 
Excerpts from the English translation of Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation, (ICEL); excerpts from the English 
translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL; the English translation of Eucharistic Prayers 
for Masses with Children © 1975, ICEL. All rights reserved. 

How to Acknowledge Music – either text alone or text and music notation:  
For music covered under OneLicense, use the following format to create your unique copyright 
line. 

Words: John Doe, © 1988 ABC Music Co.; Music: Jane Doe, © 1990 XYZ Publications. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-000000. All rights reserved. 

https://www.icelweb.org/PubPolicy.PDF
https://www.icelweb.org/copyrightICEL.htm
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If words and music are by the same composer, you may combine these lines. Music covered 
under CCLI follows a similar format. 

 

Copyright information must be typed into your worship aid, bulletin, slideshow, etc. The usual 
location for the citation, including the reprint permission license number, is immediately below 
the music notation or hymn text, but other locations within the body of the worship aid or 
bulletin are permitted, such as at the beginning or the end of the worship aid.  

The copyright symbol (©) can be created by typing “(c)” or using the shortcut Option + G on 
your keyboard. You must include your ONE LICENSE license number with any reprint or 
projection. Simply replace the “000000” with your unique license number. 

Questions? 

For assistance in matters of liturgical text and music copyright, please contact:  

Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI)  
OneLicense (GIA, OCP and WLP) 
ICEL (liturgical texts) 

Tom Fielding, Music Director, Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
tfielding@dioceseofcleveland.org / 216-696-6525, x5510  

Mary Hrich, Director of the Office for Worship, Diocese of Cleveland 
mhrich@dioceseofcleveland.org / 216-696-6525, x 4120   

https://ccli.com/us/en
https://onelicense.net/
https://www.icelweb.org/copyright.htm
mailto:tfielding@dioceseofcleveland.org
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